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TEN YEARS
Lggo-50

To schools such as Winchester and Eton, whose very stones proclaim
more than five centuries of tradition and learning, # decade is but 2 grain of
time, but for us ten vears constitutes almost A third of our insignificant
mushiroom existence. And what a decade these last tens years have beenl
Dryden’s * Annus Mirabilis * was nothing compared with 1940, and by the
end of it we had succeeded in digging up our delierte roots and replanting
them in western soil at Castle Hill, leaving St Feter's and Seaford to the
sender mercies of an invading army—our own army as it o happened, The
Castle Hill days are now live more than a legend except to a handful of our
present stafl, - All that remains is @ lovely painting in the hall and 2 name on
a dormitory door, no more; and in retrospect it seema now like eome happy
‘Arcadian adventure, for memory prefers to cling to the beauty of the country-
< side, &0 familiar to many of our old boys at the public school stage and
ST. JOMN"S PRINTING WORES beyond. ‘The dignity of our susroundings and the friendliness of the good

(F. | PAmSONS, L1D),) people we found around ug, these remain in the mind, while one is tempted
to forget the frustration of exile and the feeling of restive nostalgia, Unlike
Ovid e needed 1o self-pity, for we could laugh at the petty adventures and
manifold lumours of our Devon sojourm—oricket among the bullocks and the
cowpats; sports in the deer park to the sccompaniment of torrential raing
pushing our bikes laboriously up escruciating hills and whizzing recklessly
down the uther side; the haven of refuge provided by The Georgc,“
Seuth Moiton, for bomb=weary parents; its fabulous bar, as we thought
then, and parental bowls in the garden. All this secmns like & dream, but a

3 very happy dream.

[ Tn 1940 England was young and vigorous, ready to face any unforeseen
danger. In 1950 she seems old and tireds the unforescen dangers arc still
there, but nobody is willing te face them, Half-way through this bewildering
period came V.E. Day, and with thumping hearts we started to pack up for
our return.  No schonls which have not experienced exile and, still more so,
the rerurn from Babylon cmn have any jdea of the perplexities and turmoil
of reconverting temporary barracks or government offices 1o their former
academic eondition.  Bath the energy expended in this process of reconstric-
tinn and the interruption in the even tenor of our way were incaleulable, but
at this crisis in our affaire people were wonderful, as people so often are when
really put to it, and not the least remarkable weré the parents of prospective
Petesites who seemed quite willing to launch their sans on & vital five years
erttige in o ship full of leaks and hales, & ship in which the captain and his
officers were acting as plumbers and stevedores and doing every congeivable
job except their own. It was always @ mater of astonishment to me that
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people showed such faith in private enterprise: under conditions so be-
wilderingly adverse, Now 1 am wise and know why, but at the time it
seemed incomprehensible.  Hardly had we got our dormitories inhabitable,
the main staircase rebuilt and the drains functioning once more, when this
school, like so many other prep. schools, wes booked up for years to come.
Those were the great days. An almost apologetic strugple for survival was
converted into a trinmphal procession, and our flagging spirits were revived,

But 145, for all its jubilation, was not pure gold. The General Election
dealt ug a more deadly blow than any secret weapon the Fuehrer could devize,
for it paved the way for a revolution in the whole fabric of society and, more
pamcul.u-laﬂ of those classes which independent schuols are primarily designed
to serve, The succeeding vears saw us licking our wounds from one war and
adjusting purselves, so far as was possible, to the birth of the new welfare
state which is now tearing such holes in our pockets, without providing us
with the material to mend them, In the course of those years was born the
conviction that education is as good an investment as any which the stock
market can provide, and with the recognition of this principle of paying for
school fees out of capital—a policy, by the way, which would have caused
our Victorian forbears to fling up their arms in horror—the preparatory
echools took on another precarious lease of life.  And o we have reached the
paradoxical position in which private and independent schools have heen
saved, at any rate for the time being, by the rising tide of nationalisation and
the most crippling measure of taxation within the experience of man, The
further the modern state spreads its tentacles, like an octopus behind & cloud
of sepia, the greater appears to be the determination among those who have
the funds available to buy what must surely be the most expensive form of
education in the world, even if it means draining the last drop of their life
bload in process. This, to my mind, is the outstanding feature of these
difficult and depressing years, and the schools concerned should be eonscious
of the solemn trust which is being imposed upon them. For people, who
mark with mounting apprehension the moral and spiritual drift of this
present barren age, will undergo untold sacrifices and Teopardise even their
old age in order to allow their children the opportunity of making contact
with a Christian way of life that is founded upon the older vireues which they
themselves were familiar with in their own younger days.

L suppose it is true to say that in the course of history many of the peaple
living at the time were quite unconscious of the revolution in which they
were playing an integral part, but it can bardly be so in this present high-
powered age. There can be no illusions about this for the parent who has to
pay edueational fees or for the schoolmaster who s responsible for his own
miniature city state without any government grants. Nor iz the prep. school-
boy of 1950 by any means unaffected by the present revoluting, though
fortunately he lives in one age, and not two. His particular jolbs is very much
harder, his career is certainly more hazardous. For him the difference be-
tween 150 and 1940 is very considerable. The public school stream has,
contrary to 3ll expectation, been widened and not narrowed by present con-
ditions, and the public school authorities have not unnaturally adopted a
a more selective attitude, Gone are the days when the back door was left
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veller. Boys must now clock in and be ready on time, or
‘I;F::T’;r;‘?; Ffwlialilmh:easahot. home sgainst them, It was not o long ﬂ\.%n :J::Jtltst ‘thii
et of choice lay exclusively in the hands of the parents. i: mli i
1WI true, if their sons possess normal or more than normal fsi;'ﬂ :
El:aﬁdard; of entry are tising in much;:c ?a'ﬁywﬁf;:; ril;s,;leciu:a;:l nzli}%é
i different reasbng. mitte T
“E!trU;gr};mﬁ:;rﬂ;nrin}i'ncidmmw on the preparatory schools as w;ll. Tarvtehf;n
: not shield themselves behind an extrance exam and =0 t'l:’y gt
ﬁmhunulder the respongibility of individusl fmjum.’ ‘th:aa_un'wnll?f e esu:qg
one of the laws of nature, until man’s intelligence :gandlu mhl.c
‘;ll;azﬁvith the process. It is comparatively easy 10 educate :tj::c ucata o
but that brarich of the profession, for which this magmmejgg ér:crmﬁtl;nor
has to try to do more, and who can say whether we arc 1Ingml i
ts"::m ting something * ultra vires "2 Traditions die hard in Fe;d sh
tut itFi,'s time people realised how highly competitive this SYEME of t::: i
is becoming. [Education starts in the home, and the tragedy 1s

i i tials, The years of
modern home is often too preoccupied to pursue ﬂ-.i;:;ﬂ;;r: impo;t!;m, %

i% to eight are 28 important as 11 10 13, 0 many
::"itd:z:tlgfuund:tluns j)nu building firm can be expected 1o erect o stable
structure, not even in a Socialist state. . i
s i
What changes the next ten years are lIscly 1o prov
possibly form:?e:nd perhaps it is as well. Sufficient unto the day, There

resen s ion. can stop 4
f lems to engage our attention. One d
a:sdflem} e ith ﬂ%egadvr_rlised time, but it is not wise to

clock temporarily, until it agrees Wi
put the hands back by main foree. e
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