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The School Magazine

The Wew Editor

Cour best wishes and many thanks to Mr. Nicholas Rideal, who teok upon
himsell the editorship of the magazine at the end of 1979,
May all contributions coniinue to be submitted in record time!

W, H. R. Evang

Fives/Squash Court Appeal Fund

Chur target 15 £3,000,
Already over £900 has been raised through a ‘Bring and Buy' sale,
“organised by Margaret Farebrother and the ladies of 51, Peter's.

Smce last summer holidays, Gerard Baldwin, Tim ¢ happel and Bill Hall
have been renovating the two courts, Where professional help was emential,
this was provided by the local Eastbourne firm run by Sam Graham.

Contributions should be sent 1o the bursar, made pavable to St Peter's
School Ltd and crossed Fives/Sguash Appeal Fund

SCRAPERBOARD

by James Bucknall " .
Fives Court Appeal




Relating to photographs

The following five Old Boys have joined forces 1o prepace an account of
some schoalboy memories of the early days of 5t Peter's. The detals were
gleaned from the personal experiences of the writers and cover the approximate
dates 19041945, 1t is hoped that a publication date can be announced soon!

For those interested in obtaining a copy or would like o coniribute
towands the compilation of Phase 2, please contact the editor of the school
magazine, In addition, we would be glad 1o reccive any souvenirs. remins-
cences, lellers or photographs which would help those responsible  fior
producing the text. This evidence would be safely preserved and retarned 1o the
owners in die couwrse,

Michael Gilherr

John Whittaker

Graham Turner




School Notes

S0 it's the end of a decade. 1979 has come and gone, and as we plunge inio
the Eighties, how shall we remember the last ten years? Several epithets spring
to mind, Savage. .. . Stnking. . .. Surly. bul could the most apt be "The Selfish
Seventies™? The years when the whole world seemed to be grasping greedily for
more, more money, more power, more everything for self. A decade when
Terronsm and Hijacking became almost commaonplace, And yer perhaps il
was not all gloom. Idi Amin, possibly the worst terrorist of all, has vanished
from the scene; hijacking has become an unprofitable pastime; und even the
worst excesses of Women's Lib, have at least given birth to a woman Prime
Minister!

Ingide the Peter Pan world of Prep. School life, only the Stall grow older,
The boys may change their pames and faces, but their ages remain the same
vear after year. In such a chormed cirele world events seldom intrude, and our
own jovs and sorrows loom much larger on our horizon, Such a sorrow
touched us at the beginning of the Easter Term with the sudden death of
Margarer Jarrett, for many vears our chiel Undermatron. The Stafl’ paid their
own tribule to her memory by planting a Weeping Cherry Tree on Malvern
Meadow. Each time it blooms we will rermember her,

Another tree-planting took place later in the month when the Heads of all
the Private Schools in the town gathered outside the Downs. The previous
January, when a violent gale sent the elderly row of Macrocarpas crashing
down, M. H. F. had proposed that they should all subscnibe towirds their
replacement as a tribute o the once thrving girls’ school whose playing fields
they bordered. The Dhstrict Council who now own the Downs aceepted the
offer enthusiastically and Mrs. Whitley, Chairman of Lewes District Council,
and Mrs, Pavion, Headmistress of Micklefield. shared the task of planting the
last of the 30 ermamental trees that now stand in their place.

0ld boys who remember Bert Mace, our stabwan Groundsman for so
‘many years. will be interested to learn that he and his wife, Florre, celebrated
their Golden Wedding this month. Bert sull pedals his elderly bicycle aver 1o
see us from time to time,

In February Robert Pect sent a glow of reflected pride npphing through the
school when he sat for Scholarship Exams at The Ciry of London School and at
Ardingly, and won both!

Mr. Russell Mills, father of one of our boys, came to preach in Chapel one
Sunday. LL Colonel Jerome, by now an old friend of ours, introduced us 1o
some of the many interesting historical spods in Sussex, and Licutenant P.D.T.
Irvine told us about life in 1oday’s Royal Navy and Royal Marines.

The Easter Term sees many birthdays amongst the Stafl, but none
perhaps, 5o welcome as that of M. H. F. for it means a hall-holiday and the
annual visit of our favourite Conguror, Mr. George Grimmond.

Early in the Summer Term 33 boys had an exciting trip to Ponsmouth
Harbour, where they were guided on their tour by Chief Petty Officer Jones,
Two weeks Iater, CF.Q) Jones came to lunch with us and promised 1o retuen
and tell us more about Maval life, Sadly he was posted before he was able 10
fulfil his promige.

Mews came that Patrick Nicholson had won a Scholasship 1o
Charterhouse. Always an exciting and, to the Saff, rewarding achievement.
this Scholarshap was exceptional in that Patrick 15 the third of the Nicholson

LR S

brothers we have had at 5t, Perer’s, and &l three have won Scholarships to
Charerhousat

Sports Day dawned bright and blustery. Ideal runming weather, and not
too chilly for the spectators, though the superb tea awaiting them indoors was
very welcome

This term we enjoved two preachers st Sunday Chapel, Mr. Rickests,
Headmaster of Sutton Valence, and the Reverend Alan Megahey, Chaplain of
Cranleigh,

Swimming Sports brought their usual brief but intense excitement. A litle
mare than usual for iwo members of Stafl for, whilst they were cheering on the
bowvs, thieves were busily stripping their home of ali their prize possessions! A
Strange way (o enjoy a beautsfiol sunny afternoon.

The last week of term was filled with Tournaments: the annusl "S1aff and
Boys' and the S¢t Tennis matches, and the Archery Tournament, all keenly
contested. -

Sadly we now had 0 say goodbyve 1o Miss Marie Poole, who has left 1o
train #5 & Norland Nannie, We wish her luck in her new career and in her
place, weltome Miss Joanne Lynch.

Loaking back at our Calendar over the past terms, the number of Fives
matches and Tournaments seem ever increasing, and yet, in the whale of the
South of England, the number of courts for this mast exciting and exhilasating
sport is pathetically few. AL St, Peter’s we have two, but by the summer their

<ondition, through years of use and exposure to the weather, was fuling.
Estimates for their rejuvenation submitted by builders were intimidating 1o say
rjln.- least. Finally two brave masters, Mr. Gerard Baldwin and Mr. Tim
Chappel decided (o tackle the tagk themselves. Whilst they were ahout it they
proposed 10 do the job properly by covering both courts and the surrounding
ared, thereby emsuning an all-weather speciator sport, During the summer
holidays they campleted the roofing, 8 mammoth task. The final resurfacing
and electrical instalments had to be left (o the experts and are now nearing
completion. But by the time we returned for the Autumn Term the COUMS were
already usable. Thaugh we are still faced with & formidable debt in the region
of £3,000, the result, two superb Fives Courts, will henefit boys and visiters for
MANY Years [0 come,

The Bishop of Lewes graced our Chape! Service one Sunday #acly in the
term. Later we welcomed Mr. Thompeon, aur Viear, and Mr, John W hitiaker
gg;a a]n Astistant Master here, and now Headmaster of Susssen House l"rep.'

0

Mrs, Allman-Ward, mother of one of our be It ]
to delight our ears one evening. 5 bpasht e Scing Cromm

.Thrn we were suddenly in the midst of Play week, A break from our usual
tradition of bi-gnnial Shakespeare, this was a simple, but most successiul
production of Charles Dickens' ‘A Christmas Caral’, staged by cur enthusiastic
Drama Master, Mr, Nicholas Rideal,

The Caral Service brought its annual enchantment. Somehow Christmas
seems as fresh and new as it was nearly two thousand years agon when voung
voices sing and recount the ageless stery, and many an eye is moeist as we come
away from this most delightful ofall the year's events,

Perhaps if we could keep some of this magic in our hearts as we enter the
new decade, some c'EI'The love and hope and gentleness of spirt, the nineteen
cighties could see » kinder and maore selfless age. Is it too much to hope for?

Diana Backwell-Smith

































































































